19 January 2009

Dear Parents and Carers,

Centre for Children with Autistic Spectrum Disorders in Beckenham

I am writing to inform you of the Local Authority’s proposal to ‘Reduce the Out of Borough Placements for Children with Autism’ which, if agreed by the Council Executive, will shortly be going out to consultation.  The Authority’s intention is to re-open the Beckenham site (the former Woodbrook building) in September 2009 to provide further provision for children with Autistic Spectrum Disorders.  This provision, if it goes ahead, will be under the leadership and management of Riverside School. There are a number of stages that this proposal will have to go through before a final decision is made (including full consultation).  Governors and I thought it important for me to write to you before you hear from the LA or read about it in the local press. 

The Council’s proposal to create further provision stems from a shortage of school places in Bromley for children with autism.  It is proposed that the Beckenham Centre will open in September 2009 with 3 classes, approximately 18-21 children, and the following year (September 2010) it will reach its maximum of 40 pupils.

It is envisaged that most of the children that will start in the Centre are currently in primary SEN Units in mainstream schools or at the Phoenix Centre. The Centre will belong to Riverside School, so in partnership with the LA, we will begin to formulate admission criteria, devise a staffing structure, etc.  In the first instance the Local Authority will write to you to describe its intentions and begin the Consultation Process.  

I am broadly in favour of the initiative and so are my Senior Leadership Team and the Governing Body of Riverside School.  I am pleased that this facility is going to be used for the benefit of children with Special Educational Needs instead of being sold to a developer.

Gillian Pearson (Director of Children and Young People Services) is coming to speak to Governors of Riverside School at the Governors’ Meeting next Tuesday (27th January 2009).  I will keep you informed of the proposal and as stated earlier, the Council will begin full consultation if the council’s Executive agrees to the proposal at its meeting this evening. 

It is important to reassure parents that there is no intention to move any children attending Riverside School back to the additional provision at Beckenham.  The Centre is intended as new ASD provision for children in Bromley who have not secured a place in a Bromley school in September 2009, children who would otherwise have to go out of Borough.  My early thoughts are that in the fullness of time, as Riverside is running the Centre, there could be some flexibility of transfer with parents’ agreement, for example, a child with ASD in a mainstream unit may be perceived as better placed in a more diverse pupil group here, thus leaving a place in more discrete provision at Beckenham for a child attending here.  The ASD Centre in Beckenham can only be a small provision though, as the former Woodbrook building can only take 40 pupils.  Parents may know that we currently have 70 pupils with ASD on roll and we are successfully meeting their complex needs. 

It is clear that a significant amount of money will have to be spent on the ASD Centre at Beckenham to make it fit for purpose.  The LA has reported that it will be using substantial money from National Capital Strategy Grants to facilitate this.  It is also worth mentioning that future building works earmarked for Riverside will not be compromised by these new developments, i.e., provision of a second hydrotherapy pool and Multi-Use Games pitch will still go ahead this year.

I will write to you again once Governors have met with Gillian to hear more detail of its proposals.  I will also be able to tell you more about how the LA wants Riverside School to be more involved with some of the SEN Units in mainstream schools to provide a stronger and more unified approach to meeting the needs of children with SEN in Bromley.  

I have asked Gillian Pearson or Karen Fletcher-Wright, Assistant Director, to come to the school next month to meet with parents.  More details on the LA’s proposals to establish further provision for Children with Autistic Spectrum Disorders can be found on the council’s website www.bromley.gov.uk
To see follow instructions below:

1. Go to the Bromley website www.bromley.gov.uk

2. On bottom right-hand corner “Quick Links” – choose “Council Agendas, Meetings and Minutes”

3. In centre of screen choose “Council Meeting Documents”, then (highlighted in red) “Agendas, Reports and Minutes”

4. On bottom centre of screen “Meetings” and from drop-down menu choose “Children and Young People Portfolio” – GO

5. January 20 2009

6. Go to Report “Reducing Out of Borough Placements for Children with Autism”

A copy of the report can be requested direct from the Civic Centre.

We will post information about the additional provision on the Riverside School website (www.riversideschool.org.uk), and include a Frequently Asked Question link.

As I always write, please do not hesitate to contact me for clarification on any issue.

Yours sincerely,
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Dr. V.I. Hinchcliffe

Head Teacher
